Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.019 Å; R factor = 0.086; wR factor = 0.223; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.8.
In the title compound, {[Cd(C 9 H 4 N 2 O 4 )(C 3 H 7 NO)(H 2 O)]Á-2H 2 O} n , the Cd II atom is coordinated by one N atom and three O atoms from four different 1H-benzimidazole-5,6-dicarboxylate (Hbidc) ligands, one O atom from one dimethylformamide ligand, and one O atom from a water molecule in a distorted octahedral geometry. The Hbidc ligands connect the Cd atoms into a two-dimensional network parallel to (001) . N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds involving the water molecules are observed in the crystal structure. 
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Crystal data [Cd(C 9 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 2009) . In the present paper, we report the title complex.
As shown in Fig Table 1 ).
A dimethylformamide solution (20 ml) containing CdCl 2 (0.1 mmol) and H 3 bidc (0.2 mmol) was stirred for a few minutes in air, and then left to stand at room temperature. Colorless crystals were obtained in a few weeks. 
